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System der Ethik mit einem Umriss der Stoats und Gesellschqftslehre. 
Von Friedrich Paulsen, Professor an der Universitat Berlin. Dritte 
verbesserte und vermehrte Auflage. Berlin, Verlag von Wilhelm Hertz, 
1894. Erster Band, pp. xiv, 429 ; zweiter Band, pp. v, 576. 

This is the third time within the space of a very few years that Professor 
Paulsen (recently promoted to a professorship in ordinary at the University 
of Berlin) has published his System der Ethik. The book has been 
exceptionally well received in Germany, and richly deserves its pronounced 
success. It was not written for the professional philosopher, as the author 
frankly acknowledges, but is meant for such as are seeking for a teacher, 
a guide, who may help them in their reflections on ethical subjects. This 
fact must not be overlooked by the critic who is constantly on the watch 
for original research work. Professor Paulsen has set before himself an 
aim which he ably realizes — ■ and that is enough. There is a lamentable 
dearth of readable books like his in German philosophical literature, and 
the popularity of the Ethik proves both its need and its excellence. It 
is a pleasure to read it ; it is so clear, so sensible, so practical, so closely 
in touch with the problems of the day ! We miss in it the wearisome and 
comprehensive detail-work so common to German productions ; we miss in 
it also the ponderous, involved sentences which make many German volumes 
such sore trials to the lover of philosophy. Professor Paulsen evidently 
believes that there may be philosophical thinking without forced breathing. 
Of course, abstruse thoughts cannot be presented in so simple and easy 
a form that 'he who runs may read.' The more profound the subject- 
matter, the more difficult will it be to make the same intelligible. Still, 
no one will deny that there is room for improvement in the manner of 
presentation, and that many of the obstacles which meet the student of 
German philosophy are often due to the inability or disinclination of authors 
to set forth their notions clearly. The Germans are aware of this fault, 
and are striving to reform it; some of the more recent writers — among 
them Professor Paulsen — have reformed it altogether. 

No essential changes have been made in this third edition. The An- 
schauungsweise remains identical with that of its predecessors. The system 
is teleological ; it rejects both hedonistic utilitarianism and intuitional 
formalism. It is not the pleasurable sensation which characterizes the 
moral fact, but the objective life-content whose concomitant is pleasure, 
pleasure being the form in which the subject immediately becomes aware 
of the moral fact and its worth. Nor are moral laws immutable a priori 
rules ; they are developed in conformity with the historical conditions of 
life ; they exist because they subserve useful ends. Moral laws exist for 
the sake of life, life, not for the moral laws. 

The book has, however, been considerably revised and enlarged. This 
is true of the Introduction, in which the nature and aims of Ethics are 
discussed; also of Book II, which considers the fundamental concepts of 
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the science ; finally, also of the third chapter of Book IV, whose subject 
is Socialism and Social Reform. Owing to the increase which has been 
made in the bulk of the work, it now appears in two volumes. 

Frank Thilly. 

Some Applications of Logical and Psychological Principles to Grammar. 
Presented to the Faculty of the University of Minnesota as a thesis for 
the degree of Doctor of Philosophy by Peter Magnus Magnusson, 
A.B., 1893, Minneapolis. — pp. 125. 

All thought is carried on by the aid of temporal and spatial symbols. 
The word is not the sign of the thought directly, but of the symbol of the 
thought. And since the word stands for a temporal and spatial presenta- 
tion, the laws of time and space determine the principles of grammar. The 
inclusiveness of time and the exclusiveness of space determine the parts of 
speech and their properties. What is commonly known as predication is 
analyzed into two entirely distinct acts of the mind, here called predication 
and assertion. The verb to be is never a mere copula but asserts always 
the event of existence. Consequently the adjective or noun in the predicate 
is always a subordinate element, a determination. Only two tenses are 
recognized in the English language, the present and the past. The parti- 
ciple after have is disposed of as the direct object of have and the participle 
after to be in the passive is disposed of in the same manner as the adjective 
in a similar position. Participles and infinitives are classed together as a 
separate part of speech. They involve "double symbolism," since the 
presentation a participial denotes must be thought of both as an event and 
a thing, or both as an event and a quality. The value of historical philology 
is not minimized, but it is claimed that the history of development is no 
substitute for the analysis of the logical and psychological foundations of 
grammar. Author. 

The Monism of Man or the Unity of the Divine and the Human. By 
David Allyn Gorton, M.D. G. P. Putnams, New York, 1893. — 
pp. xxxi, 297. 

This book consists of essays the author published as editor of the 
National Quarterly Review. It is not at first sight quite easy to see 
why they should have been republished, or have received the title they 
bear. Upon consideration, however, the answer to the second question 
must, it seems, be found in the fact that the author rejects the old dualism 
of matter and spirit (cf., however, p. xxxi), and believes in the unity of 
body and mind, which he expounds at great length and with a wealth of 
illustrations drawn from his professional knowledge, but with considerable 
indistinctness and somewhat dubious consistency. For it is by no means 
easy to say what exactly he understands by this unity. The only thing 
that seems clear is that he does not hold the ' double-aspect ' theory of a 
psychophysical parallelism, which is becoming so popular on account of its 



